Status of the global laboratory network for poliomyelitis eradication, 1994-1996.
In 1988, the World Health Assembly adopted the goal of global poliomyelitis eradication by the year 2000. Since then, appropriate strategies have been developed, and substantial progress toward the implementation of these strategies has been reported from each region of the World Health Organization (WHO). The establishment of sensitive surveillance systems to detect polio cases and poliovirus is critical to guide program activities and eventually permit the certification of polio eradication. This report describes the proficiency of the global laboratory network, which operates in each WHO region and provides virologic laboratory support to all countries with endemic polio.